Detection of antibodies to thymic tissue in human serum.
Antibodies specific to thymic tissue were detected in normal human serum by means of an indirect immunofluorescent technique. Approximately 50-88% of the total sera (33) showed positive staining, which was confined to the medullary zone primarily associated with the surface membranes of epithelial cells including Hassall's corpuscles. These observations point to the recognition by the immune-self of antigen(s) of the thymic epithelium in health, and presumably in disease.